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ABSTRACT

This study describes linguistic variations anong the dial ects of
the Cree | anguage at the | evels of phonol ogy, norphol ogy and | exicon.
The di al ects which undergo vel ar pal atalization (k>c) w thin Quebec-
Labrador are described in detail. The | anguage spoken in these
ni net een communiti es has been referred to as Cree, Montagnais, Naskapi
or Mont agnai s- Naskapi by various scholars. Only the dialects where
vel ar pal atalization does not take place are unanbi guously regarded as
Cree. The relationship between the pal atalized and non-pal atal i zed
dialects is exam ned and the dial ects spoken between Al berta and
Labrador are found to forma continuum Wthin the conti nuum sub-
groups are established but the existence of a significant break
bet ween non-pal atalized (so-called Cree) and pal atalized (so-called
Mont agnai s- Naskapi) dialects is chall enged.

At the level of phonology it is denonstrated that the majority of
sound shifts occur in both palatalized and non-pal atalized dial ects.

Usual |y, however, these shifts are



generalized to nore phonol ogi cal segnments, and over a | arger
geographic area, in the palatalized dialects. Processes of short vowel
assimlation, loss, neutralization and rounding are nmuch nore

w despread. As well, the processes of velar palatalization, short
vowel syncope and subsequent de-pal atalized account for the majority
of the differences between pal atalized and non-pal atalized dial ects.
These processes are |inguistic innovations which originate in thee
Quebec dial ects, which have been | ongest in contact with European
popul ati ons.

The differences in inflectional norphology and non-pal atalized
dialects than within either group. The distribution of |exical itens,
however, divides the palatalized dialects into two nmajor groups, which
correlate with areas of English and French influence. Speakers in the
west of Quebec, where English is dom nant, share vocabulary with the
non-pal atal i zed dialects in the rest of Canada. The |inguistic
groupi ngs are displayed by the use of isoglosses on maps. These
linguistic patterns are then correlated with non-1linguistic ones of

geogr aphi cal, social and cultural variation.



